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ARBORIVITAL MEDICINE. 


BEING AN INQUIRY INTO THE CURATIVE POWERS OF SOME OF 
OUR COMMON FIELD AND GARDEN PLANTS, JUDGED 
OF BY THE DISEASES OF THE EAR. 


BY ROBERT T. COOPER, M.A., M.D., LONDON, 
Physician, Diseases of the Ear, London Homeeopathic Hospital. 


(Continued from March, 1893.) 


BEFORE going on to other remedies, it may be well to review a 
few additional clinical experiences with the bluebell of the woods, 
the agraphis nutans or scilla nutans as it is sometimes termed. As 
aggravation, a pain in the right side of the abdomen, apparently in 
the quadratus lumborum muscle and which had come on from a 
chill, and which was aggravated by raising the arm or jerking, be- 
came much worse all the evening after pA, and then gradually went 
away leaving only a fulness behind and causing the bowels to act 
more freely (in a woman of 55). 

It is when we come to the symptom, deafness, that the striking 
advantage of giving a single dose at a time is apparent. There is 
being treated at a distance, a poor lad of seventeen, who had been 
deaf from childhood and was unable to earn a living from deafness, 
the membranes being anemic and the hearing distance only barely 
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off contact on both sides, in whom improvement began at once after 
agraph. nut.@A ; though my sheet-anchor in such cases, calcarea 
carb. 200 and calendula offic. had both failed. 

There were no symptoms beyond that he was stated to hear better 
in a noise, was worse in damp weather and had tumefied tonsils. 
There has been no opportunity of testing the watch-hearing. 

Here is another case that shows how directly the agraph. acts on 
the ears : 

C.G.,a light-haired fairly healthy looking little girl of five, had 
been deaf for six months, the deafness having followed upon a severe 
attack of measles complicated with pneumonia. Deafness in both 
ears with stuffiness of nose and pains in ears when she blows nose 
or sneezes, unable to hear watch with either ear. (N. B. The testi- 
mony of a child so young is doubtful.) Absolutely no other symp- 
toms. On Saturday, January 28th, agraph. nut. pA. 

February 11th—-On the Sunday after being here, had a burning 
sensation in her nose for half a minute, and now there is no pain on 
blowing nose or sneezing. Hearing same, continue the @A. 

February 25th—vVery much improved, was sick in omnibus on 
leaving this the last day ; no pain in nose but some irritation in ears. 
No medicine. 

May 13th——Continues to improve ; had a pain in right ear on 
blowing nose a few days ago, but no irritation in ears. Hearing 
distance, 20 in. on both sides. 

May 27th—Hearing seems all right, tongue rather coated. Hear- 
ing distance, R. 40 in. ; L. 50. Given another dose. 

In the last case the membranes were perfect, but in this that fol- 
lows large perforations existed on both sides. 

Ellen H., æt. 9, deaf 3 years from measles, subject to psoriasis, 
marked over both knees ; no symptoms beyond snoring at night 
(from large tonsils) and a feeling of shaking in the head at times, 
H.D.,R.3,L. 4 in. 

Dec. 10th.—Agraph. nut., dA. 

Dec. 31st—Again agraph. n., pA. H.D.,R.4,L. 3. 

Jan. 14th——Same prescription. H. D., R. 6, L. 3%. 

February 4th.—Continued improvement, R. 7 in., healed perfora- 
tion, L. 10, discharging slightly. Psoriasis drying off. One dose 
again. 

February 18th—No medicine. H. D., R.9, L. 15. 

March 11th.—Psoriasis gone, only a few white scales left. Hears 
beautifully. H.D.,R. 16, L.23. Last attendance. 
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In this case complete recovery, for I have no doubt even the watch 
hearing went on improving, resulted from four single doses. 

The disappearance of the psoriasis while under treatment may 
point to a special influence upon the skin. 

In the early days of Homceopathy scilla maritima was much more 
used, and I feel, wisely so, than at present ; whether it possesses the 
rich curative influence of agraphis nut., can be ascertained only by 
the use of a tincture made from the growing scape and flower-bud 
and by the use of single doses. The bulbs of plants are the parts 
containing reserves of food material for sustaining plant-life, and as 
such may contain neutralizing ferments ; ferments, that I hold, may 
interfere with the full and characteristic influence of the plant's 
growth-force. 

In a man of 47, with numbness in both ears, three or four months, 
following upon rheumatics in head five months back, the numbness 
being caused by something filling up in the ears after he gets up in 
the morning—mucus, with a soreness and stuffy feeling in back of 
palate from mucus, with pains in the lower abdomen, lower back 
pains, and pains up the back of the neck, worse in the day-time, and 
much flatus, with deafness on both sides ; patient described himself 
as altogether relieved by one dose, but as he neglected to attend a 
second time, no proof of cure is forthcoming. 

In a man of 30 years of age with a history of gonorrhoea five or 
six years ago, agraphis nut., pA. was the only remedy out of seve- 
ral tried that improved, and on a second dose being given after some 
months' interval with other remedies, dispersed the following symp- 
toms : 

Seminal emissions for a week at a time, and then off for a fort- 
night or so ; go on even in daytime ; nerves much weakened, with 
inability to touch alcohol. Also catarrhal diarrhoea, small clear 
jelly motions after eating ; irresistible, and preceded by sudden 
spasms in lower bowels, always worse when emissions are about, with 
pain and sweating of the lower part of the back ; no bleeding nor 
any great straining. 

In an old embonpoint bronchitic, emphysematous, asthmatic pa- 
tient, who had suffered for years, a single dose of agraphis nutans 
has been followed, whether propter hoc or not, I am not prepared to 
say, with the most heavenly relief from attacks for the last eighteen 
months. 

I shall next take up viola odorata. 


